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Principal’s 

Message: 
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Well we have officially passed the halfway point of the 2022-23 school year. It has been a school 

year busy with many learning opportunities for our students inside and outside the classroom.  Last 

week, our 3-8 students travelled to Portage for our first round of swimming lessons. We have 6 

more excursions planned to Portage leading up to spring break.  It was great to see our students in 

the pool having fun and learning the importance of water safety. 

We are hosting Progress Conversations once again on the evening of Thursday February 23rd. 

Closer to the date we will send information home on how to sign up for these meetings with your 

child’s classroom teacher. 

These past couple weeks of intense cold has forced us to spend to much time inside at recess. We 

are sure looking forward to a break in the temperatures and a return to normal outdoor recess. 

Please remember to send your child to school with appropriate clothing to be outside for extended 

periods of time.   

A friendly reminder that if you have a concern about your child at school or an incident you may 

have heard of, please reach out to the school.  If you have a specific concern or question about how 

your child is doing in class or a classroom issue then your child’s classroom teacher would be the 

first point of contact. We have a school guidance counselor and resource teacher that can also be of 

assistance so please do not hesitate to reach out.  As always, my contact information can be found 

on our school website and I welcome any questions or concerns.   

On January 20th, our grade 7/8 class spent the day learning about the life-long sport of Cross-

Country skiing at Windsor Park Nordic Centre (see picture above). The instructors were impressed 

by the eagerness and level of respect they saw from our students.  Our crew had a blast! Our grade 5 

& 6 students will be taking part in the same experience on Friday Feb.10th. I hope everyone makes 

the effort to get outside and be active during these ideal winter days. 

Yours in education, 

Tim Lee 



Parent Advisory Council 

“to support and encourage the development of a positive school community that fosters                         

independent, socially responsible learners” 

 

Fundraising  

 

Thank you to all who supported our Vista Gift 

Card fundraiser.   We surpassed our sales from 

last year and earned just over $1,000.00.   

 

The first hot lunch will be held on February 

24th, we will be ordering from Pizza Hotline.  

Look for the order forms to come home early in 

February. 

 

A 50/50 draw will be held on March 22nd.   Books will be available by February 

23rd and will be are to be returned by March 17th.  

 

 

Come Join Us!! 

We are always looking for energetic individuals who are willing to join our PAC group.   We work 

together to raise funds for the continued development of our playground and assist the school 

with various events.   

 

For more information on how to volunteer, please contact Andrea Estensen by email at                

andreaestensen@gmail.com 

Playground Committee 

At our last meeting we had a couple of volunteers who have agreed to organize a sub-

committee for the playground.  If you are interested in being apart of the playground committee 

please contact Vanessa Park by email at vanessa.r.park@gmail.com or by phone @204 557-6805. 

Next Meeting 
 

Date:   March 14th, 2023 

Time:   6:30 pm 

Where:  Lillies & Latte’s Cafe 





 

News from Grade 4/5 

Happy New Year 2023 to all the school community 

members of Woodlands School.  Wishing everyone a 

safe, healthy, and happy new year. 

 

The Grade 4/5 M students were very busy in the 

month of January on a variety of projects and assign-

ments in each of the 4 core subject areas.   

ELA 

Students completed their reading of the novel of Shiloh or Because of Winn-Dixie.  They created 

place mats that included information on the setting, major characters, summary, review, and 

their favourite part of the novel.  Students also completed a persuasive letter where many of 

them wrote on why they should be allowed to wear hats and tuques in class.  They were so 

persuasive that I have now allowed them to wear these to class!!  The “power” of persuasion!! 

MATH 

Students are learning many mental math strategies related to addition, subtraction, multiplica-

tion, and division.  We have built a daily routine - on Monday students answer a problem of the 

week; Tuesday and Thursday is an open-ended question; Wednesday is Esti-Mystery day; and 

Friday is usually dedicated to playing math games on an electronic device. 

SOCIAL STUDIES 

Students are learning about the history of Canada including information on the Hudson’s Bay 

Company, colonial wars, the Battle of the Plains of Abraham, treaties, and the Selkirk Settlement.  

Ask your child about these topics and they should be able to provide you with some valuable 

and interesting information! 

SCIENCE 

The next unit of Science is Maintaining a Healthy Body.  Students are learning about Canada’s 

Food Guide and the relationship between calories and exercise.  We are looking forward to 

learning about the different body systems and even building a digestive system! 

VISITORS 

The 4/5 M class had quite a few visitors this month when our superintendent, assistant super-

intendent, program support coordinator, a former teacher at our school – Mrs. Ivany, and Mr. 

Lee joined the class, discussed, and assisted with building/drawing a plate of food recom-

mended by Canada’s Food Guide. 

The 4/5 M class were also treated with a visit from David Robertson – an indigenous author, 

public speaker, and two-time winner of the Governor General Literary Award.  He read his 

book, On The Trapline, and answered many questions from the students.  



School-wide wellness 

 

As many of you know, our school has put a focus on physical activity this year with many differ-

ent types of activities planned to meet this initiative.  

 

Many of our students will take part in an 8-week swimming 

program in Portage La Prairie.  These lessons are part of the 

Red Cross Life Saving program and will be delivered by 

trained instructors. Lessons will be completed in groups of 

three.   While one group is swimming the other groups have 

the option to be active by skating on the indoor rink or by 

walking the track.  

 

Another initiative later in February is “Winter  Olympic” where our students will take part 

in various winter activities.  Students will be put in their “house” teams and enjoy a friend-

ly competition in different events. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In March, a Wellness Day is planned where students will have an oppor-

tunity to learn techniques to focus and relax.  This area of wellness is as 

important as being active. 








