
 
 
 

 

           

October 2021 Newsletter Principal’s Message 

   September was a busy month that went by in a flash! The wonderful weather we have been                 

experiencing has allowed us to enjoy all of the different outdoor activities we have taken part in so far 

this year—and it looks like October is starting off the same. 

We appreciate all of the parents that continue to keep their children at home if they have developed new 

or worsening symptoms of COVID-19.  We understand it is not easy to leave work or stay home from 

work, but it is important we stay home if we are ill.  We have attached the screening checklist for your 

reference.  Please screen your child every day prior to coming to school. Although the risk of transmission 

is relatively low, we still need to remain vigilant by following the fundamentals such as wearing masks   

indoors, physical distancing, hand washing, and staying home when experiencing symptoms. I also        

encourage everyone that is eligible to be vaccinated to make arrangements to do so.  The vaccine not  

only protects yourself from developing COVID-19, it also protect your family, and your community. I look 

forward to the day when we no longer have to wear masks indoors, but this will not happen until more 

people become fully vaccinated. 

On September 24th we held our annual Terry Fox Run to help raise money for Cancer Research.  Check 

out the write-up and some pictures of the day in the newsletter.  I was very impressed by some of the 

little runners we have in the building, especially in the K-2 cohort!  Thank you Mr.McLean for organizing 

the day and encouraging students to raise money for the cause.  At last count, we have collected over 

$1000 which exceeds our original goal.  Great work everyone! 

On September 29th we focused our learning and thought on the National Day for Truth and                    

Reconciliation. We spent time in and out of the classrooms learning about residential schools and their 

damaging legacy. We were honored to be visited by Carl Swan who is a drummer and speaker from Lake 

Manitoba.  It was a learning opportunity for us all, and I am proud of how respectful and attentive our 

students were.  Please see the write-up and pictures on a following page. 

On October 1st our 5/6 and 7/8 classes went to Bird’s Hill Park for a field trip.  We hadn’t been on a field 

trip outside the community in a long time! We couldn’t have asked for a better day to hike the Chickadee 

trail and explore nature.  

Good luck to all of our 5-8 students that will be participating in the Divisional Cross-Country meet on 

Thursday October 7th in Teulon. Thanks to Mrs.Page for leading and motivating this group! 

Have a great October. Be well. 

Tim Lee  



 

Meetings 

 

Next meeting is: 
 

Date:  Thursday, October 14th, 2021 

Time:  8:30 

Location:  via zoom 
 

Everyone is welcome to participate in our  

meetings!  A mass email with the zoom link 

will be sent out to all parents.   If you do not 

receive the link, please   

contact the office.    

 

Look forward to seeing you 

there! 

Volunteer 

We are looking for energetic individuals who 

are willing to join our PAC group.   We work 

together to raise funds for the continued      

development of our playground and assist the 

school with various events.  For more infor-

mation on how to volunteer, please contact 

Lynnette Lindell @ 204-982-9372 or by email at 

lynnette@lansard.ca 

Fundraising  

Colibri information has been sent home.  Orders are 

due on October 4th.   You can also order online at:  

www.colibrifundraising.com    Please be sure to select 

Woodlands School when checking out! 

 

Vista Gift Card fundraiser order sheets have been sent 

home.  Orders are due back on November 22nd.   For 

additional forms you can find it attached on page 6 or 

call the office. 

Parent Advisory 

Council
“to support and encourage the development 

of a positive school community that fosters    

independent, socially responsible learners” 

Elections 

 

Elections will be held in accordance with 

our PAC Constitution on October 14th, 

2021.   All three positions are open.  Each 

position is a two-year term. 

 

If you have any questions please contact a 

PAC member (Lynnette Lindell, Tara-Lee 

Koss, Billie Jean Oliver) for  information. 

 

You do not need to hold a position to     

participate in meetings. 

Playground 

As many of you may have noticed the old 

school has finally been torn down! 

We have been discussing a variety of ideas 

and are hoping to gather input on how to 

transform this new green space.    

Please feel free to contact the school or 

join our on-line meetings to share your 

thoughts!  

 









 

 

 

The Classroom Corner 

1/2L: The Chickalemons 

In 1/2L, we have been learning about a lot of fun things! Our class name is quite interesting. 

Half of the class wanted to be called the Chickadees, and half wanted to be called the  

Lemons, so we compromised and became the Chickalemons.  

 

In ELA, we have been working hard at learning our Daily 5 routines. So far, we have 

learned Read to Self, Work on Writing, and Read to Someone. The students have been doing 

great finding a good spot to read in! 

In Social Studies, we have been completing the unit I 

Belong. We have learned about different groups that 

we belong to, rights and responsibilities that we 

have, and the difference between rules and laws. 

There have been a lot of great conversations and 

ideas from this group. 

In math, we have been working hard on counting and 

recognizing numbers through lots of fun games! 



 

The Classroom Corner 

Grade 5/6 

Wow, September has flown by. The grade 5/6 class has been perfecting 

their morning routine. Each morning the students work on daily math  

review, writing S.M.A.R.T goals for the week, and choice reading. It is 

great to see the kids setting personal goals and working toward achieving 

them. For many students, one of their goals has been to improve their 

time in cross country, and they have been working hard at practices to 

achieve their goal.  

As part of Truth and Reconciliation week students read various books 

about residential schools and Indigenous culture. The students then 

shared their learnings from their book with the rest of the class.  

In Science we have been studying Flight. As part of the unit on flight, we 

have done several experiments to learn about the various properties of air 

that are important to flight. Through our investigations we have learned 

that air has mass, air takes up space, and air exerts pressure. Next up, we 

will be learning all about Bernoulli’s Principle.   

In math we completed the divisional MCSI math assessment. We have also 

been working on improving our math fact fluency through various 

games, and reviewing concepts from last year.  



Our school held our annual Terry Fox Run on Friday,       

September 24th.  Thank you to Mr. McLean for       

organizing a successful event. 

 

Our K-2 cohort did their walk/run in the morning af-

ter an assembly.   The 3-8 cohort had their assembly 

in the afternoon and continued on to their walk/run. 

 

Our students have learned about Terry Fox, his    

journey, his determination and drive to raise, not   

only money, but awareness of cancer and this              

important research. 

 

Congratulations to all our students!  We were able to 

beat our school-wide goal of $1,000.00!! 



Bird’s Hill 

Park  

October 1st 



 September 30 is the National Day for Truth and Reconciliation. The 

movement for this day started in 2013 as Orange Shirt Day. It honours 

the struggles of students who attended Residential Schools in Canada 

and encourages Canadians to learn and understand. Phyllis Webstad 

has written several books on her experiences growing up. In the          

residential school she attended, she was stripped of the bright orange 

shirt her grandmother had bought her and it was never returned. The   

orange shirt has become a symbol of all that was taken from Indigenous 

students in residential schools. Phyllis’ books are found in our classrooms 

and the library here at Woodlands.  

A Manitoban author that writes about the experiences of Indigenous people is David A. 

Robertson. He writes books for children up to adults and many of his books are found in 

our classrooms and the library here. His stories weave understanding of Indigenous culture 

and experiences into stories about family and life. David is also active on Twitter, so follow 

him if you’re there. His tweets teach us but are also sometimes funny! @DaveAlexRoberts. 

While you’re on Twitter, make sure you’re following our school @WoodlandsK8.  



 

National Day for Truth and Reconciliation 

Over the last few days our classrooms have had many 

discussions as to the history of Residential Schools 

and the importance for truth and reconciliation.    As 

part of these teachings our students and staff had a 

presentation from Mr. Carl Swan. 

 

Mr. Swan came from Lake Manitoba First Nations to 

provide us with stories, teachings and drumming 

highlighting the culture and ways of the Indigenous 

Peoples. 

 

Meegwetch (thank you) to Mr. Swan for a incredible 

presentation!  

 

Thank you to Mrs. Marttila, Mrs. Ross and Mrs. Hoas 

for organizing and arranging our visit. 










