
 

 
 

 

           

April 2021 Newsletter Principal’s Message 

       On March 15th, the provincial government released the K-12 education review and an accompanying vision for moving forward      

entitled “Better Education Starts Today”(BEST). BEST is tied closely with accompanying legislation—Bill 64 which is also referred to as the 

“Education Modernization Act”. In a year of unprecedented change and uncertainty, the report was yet another thing school staff were 

forced to come to understand fully in a short period of time in the middle of the school year. Some of the key proposed changes include: 

• The elimination of local school boards & trustees. 

• Establishment of a Provincial Education Authority that will administer education within 15 regions as opposed to 36 school boards. 

• New School Community Councils that will replace existing parent councils.  These parent councils will have a significant role in 

providing advice to the school Principal on many key issues. 

• Removing Principals and Vice-Principals from the teacher’s union. 

The changes are ambitious and extensive. To some extent, the report and legislation imply that we are doing something wrong when it 

comes to the education system in Manitoba.  We undoubtedly have to improve in some areas, as any system does. We are constantly trying 

to do what is best for our students and families and always will. I have seen the quality work done by teachers for 20 years and I am always 

impressed by how well our system currently works for the vast majority of our children.  However, measuring the effectiveness of our   

system based on some standardized test scores and overall cost is not accurate especially when socio-economic factors (ie. Poverty) are not 

taken into account. Many people that work daily in the education system have concerns over this bill, and BEST framework moving forward. 

For more information please checkout the BEST website at:   https://bettereducationmb.ca/  

What does it mean to you as a parent?  What does it mean for our small, rural school community?  Mostly importantly, what will it mean 

for our students? It is important to note that in the immediate future, nothing will change for our students.  We will still be providing high 

quality education for your children in a caring and supportive environment. The proposed changes in governance and administration will 

come into effect during the 2022-2023 school year at the earliest. I encourage everyone to learn more about these changes, ask questions, 

and let your local representative know what you think as well.      

Towards the back of the newsletter you will find a Mental Health Continuum Self– Check. This is a tool that we can also use easily to gauge  

our current mental health.  Our mental health changes from day to day, week to week, and year to year.  It is important that we are aware 

of when we feel “off” so we can use some strategies and tools to make use feel better.   When our bodies needs fluids, our brain tells our 

body to drink fluids. Once we get more water, our body becomes hydrated and we are no longer are thirsty.  Our body then functions 

better and we continue on our way.  Mental health is not so clear.  Sometimes the signs and symptoms of mental illness are subtle.      

Sometimes they are obvious.  Sometimes the path to feeling better is clear, and sometimes it is not.  We need to watch for our own cues 

that we may becoming “injured” or “ill” and figure out what things in our toolkit (exercise, diet, sleep, talking, therapy, medication, music, 

etc.) we can use to stay at our best.  

Please take the time to take care of yourself this spring. Be active, eat well, laugh, and take time to do the things you enjoy.  Hopefully this 

great spring weather stays with us—although some rain would be nice! 

Yours in education, 

Tim Lee 

                              



We are looking for energetic individuals who are willing to 

join our PAC group.  We work together to raise funds for the 

continued development of our playground and assist the 

school in various events.  For more information, how to join 

or volunteer,  please contact Lynnette Lindell @204-782-9372 

or you can email her at lynnette@lansard.ca.   Thank you!    

 

Thank you to those who attended our virtual 
meeting last month!   

 

Our next meeting will be held on:     

Tuesday, April 13th @ 8:30 

(via zoom) 

 

If you are interested in being part of our next 
meeting, please contact Lynnette Lindell by 

email to add your name! 

News from 

the PAC 

Fundraising: 
 

Thank you to all who have taken part in our    

fundraisers! 

Your support allows us to assist the school in a 

variety of ways as well as to continue the           

development of the playground.    

If you have any fundraising ideas that you think 

will do well for our group, please do not hesitate 

to contact one of the board members. 

 

 







Hey Parents of the 5/6 and 7/8 Class!  

 

Our school social worker, Larissa Friesen, joined Miss Brad during the Grade 5/6 

guidance class to talk about safety, especially online safety and safety in relation-

ships.   We wanted to follow up with some resources for you as parents. 

 

Some great websites to visit are: 

• Smartstrongsafe.ca 

• Cybertip.ca 

• Protectkids.ca 

 

Some conversation starters with your kids could be: 

• Tell me about the apps on your phone? 

• Who are the other people you play     game with?  How do you 

know them? 

• What are your privacy settings on your games and apps? 

• Can you show me how to use snapchat? 

 

With the continued discussion of app and internet safety, the Grade 5/6 and 7/8 

students have been introduced to safety settings in specific apps, researched apps 

and how to be safe, and have learned about cyber bullying and the affects it has on 

students.  Cyber bulling will be the focus for the next month where we talk about 

who is involved and will look at various scenarios.   We encourage par-

ents/guardians to have a discussion with your child about their devices and how to 

be safe online using various apps! 

If you have any questions, feel free to contact me at the school! 

 

Miss T. Brad 






